Saint Theodora Guérin 
a Saint for Indiana
Anne-Thérèse Guérin was born on Oct. 2, 1798, in France. She was 24 years-old when she entered the Sisters of Providence of Ruillé-sur-Loir, France, a community that served as teachers and cared for the sick and poor. The young Sister was asked to lead a small missionary band of Sisters to America to establish a motherhouse in the frontier Diocese of Vincennes in Western Indiana. Mother Theodore and five sisters arrived at their mission, Saint Mary of-the-Woods, Indiana on Oct. 22, 1840. Mother Theodore would establish a motherhouse, an academy (now Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College), Catholic schools, and a legacy of love, mercy and justice that continues to this day. She urged her Sisters of Providence to: “Put yourself gently into the hands of Providence.” By the time of her death on May 14, 1856, Mother Theodore had opened schools in towns throughout Indiana and Illinois, and the Congregation of the Sisters of Providence was strong, viable and respected. She was beatified in 1998 and was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October 15, 2006, in a Vatican ceremony witnessed by hundreds of Hoosier Catholics. Saint Theodora is interred in the Church of the Immaculate Conception on the campus of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College.
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